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About This Book
Anyone who has advised an out-of-state lawyer on the intricacies of the Nanty-Glo 
rule, or who has responded to preliminary objections filed in response to his or her 
client’s preliminary objections, recognizes that motion practice in the Pennsylvania 
state courts requires careful planning and attention to both the state and local (i.e., 
county) rules.

This book focuses on the rules and procedures governing motion practice in the 
Pennsylvania state courts. It also seeks to provide some practical advice. It is intended 
as a resource to practitioners at all levels.

The book addresses the requirements for preliminary motions, such as motions 
for transfer and coordination, preliminary objections, motions for judgment on the 
pleadings, motions for class certification, and discovery motions of all types. It also 
covers summary judgment motions, pre- and post-trial motions, and motions that 
may be filed in the appellate courts. The book discusses the Pennsylvania Rules of 
Civil Procedure applicable to each type of motion, select reported court decisions 
that  illuminate significant requirements or that provide guidance for the preparation 
of each type of motion, and, in some instances, select local county rules applicable to 
the motions.

We have made no effort to survey each of Pennsylvania’s 67 counties to identify 
differences in the ways the various Common Pleas Courts handle motions, but have 
pointed to select local county rules to illustrate the need to consult those rules in addi-
tion to the State Rules of Civil Procedure when preparing any motion.

We also have provided a variety of forms as samples. These forms are not intended 
to be comprehensive; rather, they are a starting point for the practitioner’s consider-
ation. The specific requirements or posture of a case may necessitate a departure from 
the form or template we have provided. Our intention here was merely to  provide a 
starting point for the practitioner. These forms are compiled in the back of the book 
for easy use, but are also cross-referenced in the relevant chapters.

In this Fifth edition, we have included some practice pointers and made a variety 
of other revisions. The central message of the book—that practitioners must not only 
carefully consult the applicable state or local rules, but also consider the overall liti-
gation or objective before filing a motion before overburdened state courts—remains 
unchanged.

We are grateful to our firm, Dechert llP, Fastcase, our colleagues, particularly 
Bina Peltz, who assisted us in the preparation of this edition, Roseanne Borner, and 
our families for their unwavering support during the process—often interrupted by 
work demands—of preparing this revised edition.

Steven E. Bizar and Roger A. Dixon 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Fall, 2023
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